
A LIFE HISTORY OF GEOFFREY CHAUCER THE POET

Synopsis. Poet Geoffrey Chaucer was born circa in London, England. In he became a public servant to Countess
Elizabeth of Ulster.

His edition of Chaucer's Works in [44] brought the apocrypha to more than 50 titles. One of the most
interesting of the poems reclaimed for him by Professor Skeat is a fragmentary "Compleynt," part of which is
written in terza rima. God loved he best, with al his hoole herte, At alle tymes, thogh him gamed or smerte.
The theme of his poem, The Book of the Duchess, which was written for intellectual and sophisticated people,
was a fitting memorial to one of the highest-ranking ladies of the English royal household. This Pardoner
hadde heer as yelow as wex, But smothe it heeng as dooth a strike of flex; By ounces henge his lokkes that he
hadde, And therwith he his shuldres overspradde. For this first of his important poems, Chaucer used the
dream-vision form , a genre made popular by the highly influential 13th-century French poem of courtly love ,
the Roman de la rose. Ful fressh and newe hir geere apiked was; Hir knyves were chaped noght with bras, But
al with silver; wroght ful clene and weel Hire girdles and hir pouches everydeel. Chaucer was buried in
Westminster Abbey. To drawen folk to hevene by fairnesse, By good ensample, this was his bisynesse. He
served as a Member of Parliament from Kent. But trewely to tellen atte laste, He was in chirche a noble
ecclesiaste; Wel koude he rede a lessoun or a storie, But alderbest he song an offertorie; For wel he wiste,
whan that song was songe, He moste preche, and wel affile his tonge To wynne silver, as he ful wel koude;
Therefore he song the murierly and loude. And if you liketh alle, by oon assent, For to stonden at my
juggement, And for to werken as I shal yow seye, To-morwe, whan ye riden by the weye, Now, by my fader
soule, that is deed, But ye be myrie, I wol yeve yow myn heed! For thogh I wepe of teres ful a tyne, Yet may
that wo myn herte nat confounde; Your semy voys that ye so small out twyne Makyth my thoght in ioy and
blys habounde. No information exists concerning his early education, although doubtless he would have been
as fluent in French as in the Middle English of his time. But now is tyme to yow for to telle How that we baren
us that ilke nyght, Whan we were in that hostelrie alyght; And after wol I telle of our viage And al the
remenaunt of oure pilgrimage. But al be that he was a philosophre, Yet hadde he but litel gold in cofre; But al
that he myghte of his freendes hente On bookes and on lernynge he it spente, And bisily gan for the soules
preye Of hem that yaf hym wher-with to scoleye. Kittredge on "Chaucer and some of his Friends" in Modern
Philology, vol. She was a worthy womman al hir lyve; Housbondes at chirche dore she hadde fyve, Withouten
oother compaignye in youthe; But ther-of nedeth nat to speke as nowthe. Thomas Speght is careful to
highlight these facts in his editions and his "Life of Chaucer". A good man was ther of religioun, And was a
povre Person of a Toun; But riche he was of hooly thoght and werk. He was a verray, parfit praktisour; The
cause y-knowe, and of his harm the roote, Anon he yaf the sike man his boote. In daunger hadde he at his
owene gise The yonge girles of the diocise, And knew hir conseil, and was al hir reed. He may answere, and
seye this or that; I do no fors, I speke right as I mene. Ful loude he soong, "Com hider, love, to me! Chaucer
was well acquainted with the theme firsthandâ€”during his service to the court and his marriage of
convenience to a woman whose social standing served to elevate his own. Chaucer translated that poem, at
least in part, probably as one of his first literary efforts, and he borrowed from it throughout his poetic career.
Rethel, near Reims, and subsequently had the ill luck to be taken prisoner. He was nat pale, as a forpyned
goost: A fat swan loved he best of any roost. Thynne represents his edition as a book sponsored by and
supportive of the king who is praised in the preface by Sir Brian Tuke. Chaucer had to keep the records
himself as well as oversee the collectors. Speght's "Life of Chaucer" echoes Foxe's own account, which is
itself dependent upon the earlier editions that added the Testament of Love and The Plowman's Tale to their
pages. The chambres and the stables weren wyde, And wel we weren esed atte beste. A bettre preest I trowe
that nowher noon ys. He was the beste beggere in his hous; [And yaf a certeyn ferme for the graunt, Noon of
his brethren cam ther in his haunt;] For thogh a wydwe hadde noght a sho, So plesaunt was his In principio,
Yet wolde he have a ferthyng er he wente: His purchas was wel bettre than his rente. He spent years
comparing various versions of Chaucer's works, and selected 41 pieces for publication. Initially Chaucer had
planned for each of his characters to tell four stories a piece. His berd was shave as ny as ever he kan; His heer
was by his erys round y-shorn; His top was dokked lyk a preest biforn. As leene was his hors as is a rake, And



A LIFE HISTORY OF GEOFFREY CHAUCER THE POET

he nas nat right fat, I undertake, But looked holwe, and ther-to sobrely. Yet his writings also consistently
reflect an all-pervasive humour combined with serious and tolerant consideration of important philosophical
questions. The justice of such criticisms should not obscure his achievement. Ther-to he koude endite and
make a thyng, Ther koude no wight pynche at his writyng; And every statut koude he pleyn by rote. By
Geoffrey Chaucer was married to a woman named Philippa.


