
POLITICAL SCIENCE SENIOR THESIS

The Kenneth F. Janda Prize for Distinguished Honors Thesis in Political Science is awarded annually for the best
undergraduate Honors thesis of the year.

Students should review the application in advance and gather the information needed. Students who choose
this path must also complete all the requirements for the major and maintain a minimum major GPA of 3.
Only students in the Schreyer Honors College can write a thesis. If you think you will not be able to take H
because of study abroad in your junior year or some other reason, you should consult with your honors adviser
about alternative classes or take it in your sophomore year. An advisor is not required at the time of
application, but often knowing that a student has a committed advisor who is supportive of the project can
increase the chances of an application being accepted. Speak to students who are currently enrolled in honors.
A well-composed proposal guides your research and writing. What's involved? The main prerequisite for a
thesis is that you want to write one. Late and incomplete applications will NOT be accepted. At least seven
political science courses completed before enrolling in Honors Program, usually in the Fall quarter of senior
year. Requirements to earn honors in Political Science Admissions to the honors program. Who evaluates the
honors thesis? If the committee determines at this meeting that insufficient progress has been made on the
thesis, the thesis project will be terminated. It is an opportunity to make it more exciting and catered to your
interests than almost any other project in your college career. If you were admitted to Schreyer through the
Paterno Fellows Program or Gateway program you are expected to complete your thesis in the department that
admitted you; if you were admitted by a different department and want to write a Political Science or
International Politics thesis you must complete the same requirements as other students admitted to Political
Science through the Paterno Fellows Program. This evaluation could involve things like case studies, textual
analysis, or statistical analyses. To be awarded departmental honors, the student must satisfy all the
requirements for the major, maintain a 3. What is your evidence? If you are a junior majoring in political
science and wish to write an honors thesis, you must submit an application by late April. In order to complete
the program, honors thesis students must successfully pass an oral examination on the subject of the thesis.
Our department gives out an award for the best undergraduate term paper or thesis each year, the William
Jennings Bryan Award. The best reason for tackling a major research project is out of sincere interest. You
will meet regularly with your supervisor, producing drafts and revisions under their guidance. Admissions
boards, employers, and colleagues regard a thesis with respect due to the motivation and discipline required.
Honors thesis advisers should normally be full-time professors in the Department of Political Science. Who
can do honors? There are two components of the application. The thesis requires energy, focus, determination.
If you are writing a creative thesis, what is creative about it? Often, a thesis topic grows from a persistent
question you have studied or even written about in a course you valued. Finally, it is highly recommended that
all students should take Political Science Quantitative Political Analysis or a graduate-level statistics course in
consultation with their honors adviser.


