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We cannot increase the value of our discourse about music by adopting a tone of artificial objectivity and
neutrality. The list of subject areas here may give you ideas for how to do a case study related to the big theme
that you most want to explore. Haydn - Haydn Term Paper looks at one of the important composers of the
eighteenth century. Are musicians as talented in this current age with computer technology helping to create
sound? Textbook: The Enjoyment of Music 10th Edition. According to a long tradition, curricula for music
theory and analysis concentrate on the study of triadic, functional harmony. You must master a certain
vocabulary of musical terms and learn to use them properly, but avoid using technical jargon when ordinary
language will do. It is worth the time, effort, and thought needed to do it well. If our readers discover that we
are not interested in the music, they will soon lose interest also. Suppose you propose a paper on the solo cello
suites of J. There are exceptions to this rule, for example when a composer has provided comments on the
music especially for a certain performance or recording. Statements of fact. Are they well supported by
documentation or analysis? The role of women in music. How much can music soothe pain in chronically ill
patients? Topics dealing chiefly with the history of an instrument are generally discouraged. Norton and
Company pioneered in producing a multiple-authored set of classic volumes, The Norton History of Music
Series, devoted to the main periods of Western music history. How has the internet affected sales of music? It
often works better to begin with the straightforward statements of fact or some other stylistically simple
portion of the essay. A simple essay might begin by establishing the historical and biographical context in
which a musical work was composed and then proceed to an analysis of the music. Whichever system you use,
refer constantly to a standard style manual so that your references will follow a conventional form that readers
can easily interpret. When you brainstorm, the topics that are at the top of your head are the ones that you may
be the most interested in. Study to understand new pieces and composers; understanding is the first step
toward liking a new work. On the other hand, we need to resist any urge to indulge in flamboyant imagery or
fanciful metaphors in our writing. Does music use more emotional or physical energy during a concert? The
history of jazz: a popular American music from to  They may be written by authors who do not have the time
or background to base their writing on thorough research and musical analysis. Be sure when you compare
music to the visual arts or literature that you draw reasonable relationships. Concentrate on the facts that
surrounded the composition of the specific work or works you wish to discuss. This book offers helpful
suggestions about the step-by-step mechanical procedures of writing a paper, general rules of grammar and
principles of style, and comments on different types of writing. Using music for education. In choosing a
topic, think about what excites you about music. Or, how do the cello suites relate to earlier suites for
keyboard, or for lute? Essay Questions Please answer these questions using your own words. This theoretical
approach is not generally appropriate for music other than that of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries,
however. We have found that research papers on these topics tend to be merely descriptive or encyclopedic,
lacking the thesis and argument that we expect from the research paper. Is the topic clearly presented to the
reader in a topic sentence usually the first sentence of the paragraph?


