
AN ANALYSIS OF CREONS TRAGEDY OF SOPHOCLES ANTIGONE

Analysis Character Analysis of Antigone Antigone is an award winning play by Sophocles. An introduction to the life and
works of j d The.

Our emphasis 31 Cf. For whoever think that they themselves alone have sense, or have a power of speech or
an intelligence that no other has, these people when they are laid open are found to be empty. Athenians,
proud of their democratic tradition, would have identified his error in the many lines of dialogue which
emphasize that the people of Thebes believe he is wrong, but have no voice to tell him so. When talking to
Haemon, Creon demands of him not only obedience as a citizen, but also as a son. Creon took the throne after
a tragic quarrel between his two nephews, Eteocles and Polyneices. You know how looking at a math problem
similar to the one you're stuck on can help you get unstuck? To protect the anonymity of contributors, we've
removed their names and personal information from the essays. Proved to be more reasonable than Creon, he
attempts to reason with his father for the sake of Antigone. Despite his harsh governing and his crude ideals,
he is not good or bad. Creon dismisses the prophecy, but the chorus of citizens convinces him to go save
Antigone and bury Polyneices. A sentry enters, fearfully reporting that the body has been given funeral rites
and a symbolic burial with a thin covering of earth, though no one sees who actually committed the crime.
Most helpful essay resource ever! Let us know! With both heirs to the throne dead, their uncle Creon declared
himself king, as was his right. Creon, furious, orders the sentry to find the culprit or face death himself. But
when the chorus learns that the Gods are offended by what Creon has done, and that Creon's actions will result
in the destruction of their city, then they ask Creon to change course. Ultimately, however, they too were
dragged over the edge into chaos and violence. It is honourable for me to do this and die. They're not intended
to be submitted as your own work, so we don't waste time removing every error. When we examine the nature
and concept of the Greek Tragedy and what it means to be a tragic character, it becomes Who Is More Tragic,
Creon or Antigone? According to the legal practice of classical Athens, Creon is obliged to marry his closest
relative Haemon to the late king's daughter in an inverted marriage rite, which would oblige Haemon to
produce a son and heir for his dead father in law. As head of the family, he was obliged by religious custom to
oversee the burial of his nephew. Those two lines are so fundamental that the rest of the verse is spent catching
up with them. In this play, Creon is not presented as a monster, but as a leader who is doing what he considers
right and justified by the state. It does, however, expose the dangers of the absolute ruler, or tyrant, in the
person of Creon, a king to whom few will speak freely and openly their true opinions, and who therefore
makes the grievous error of condemning Antigone, an act which he pitifully regrets in the play's final lines.
What must be done is to make productive the great middle ground between A. The leader of the chorus
pledges his support out of deference to Creon. But his principles lead to the deaths of many, including his son,
Haemon, who was not a rebel, only a young man in love. Should someone who attempts to bury him in
defiance of Creon be punished in an especially cruel and horrible way? For Creon, the fact that Polyneices has
attacked the city effectively revokes his citizenship and makes him a foreigner. However, we have yet to
explain how and why the two protagonists are in conflict with one another. The two men are soon bitterly
insulting each other and eventually Haemon storms out, vowing never to see Creon again. Tiresias warns that
all of Greece will despise him, and that the sacrificial offerings of Thebes will not be accepted by the gods, but
Creon merely dismisses him as a corrupt old fool. Every character in the play was forced to enter the arena of
good versus evil, either because they loved each other, or they loved their own convictions. Haemon , Creon's
son, enters to pledge allegiance to his father, even though he is engaged to Antigone. To what extent do you
agree? What hooks you? As we have suggested just now, in order for each protagonist to try to disavow the
other, they must have the conviction that their religious point of view is the more correct one. Yet Ismene begs
her not to defy their uncle Creon. Creon demands obedience to the law above all else, right or wrong.


