
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE LIFE OF J D SALINGER

With his landmark novel Catcher in the Rye, J.D. Salinger was an influential 20th-century American writer. Born on
January 1, , in New York, J.D. Salinger was a literary giant despite his slim body of work and reclusive lifestyle. Writer
Jerome David Salinger was born on.

The writing years are covered, lovingly, but I could have done without a reiteration of the plot of every short
story. The book was not published. Salinger tried to escape public exposure and attention as much as possible.
His characters Franny, Zooey, and Seymour Glass, despite or because of their many suicidal madnesses, had
immeasurably more claim on his heart than his flesh and-blood family. It is likely that he drew upon his
wartime experiences in several stories. While at Ursinus he resumed his literary pursuits, contributing a
humorous column to the school's weekly newspaper. The magazine thereon offered Salinger a "first-look"
contract that allowed them right of first refusal on any future stories. One of Hamilton's arguments was that
Salinger's experience with post-traumatic stress disorder left him psychologically scarred, and that he was
unable to deal with the traumatic nature of his war service. His widow, Colleen O'Neill, and son Matt Salinger
prepared this work for publication after his death, announcing in that "all of what he wrote will at some point
be shared", but that it was a big job and not yet ready. Salinger did not publish another book until , when his
much anticipated Franny and Zooey appeared. Maynard wrote that "he loves movies, not films", [] and
Margaret Salinger argued that her father's "worldview is, essentially, a product of the movies of his day. The
critical and popular game over the past half-century has been to read the man through his works because the
man would not speak. In , Claire Douglas sued for divorce, reporting that if the relationship continued it
"would seriously injure her health and endanger her reason. Their voices testify to the lasting impressions
Salinger's ideas and emotions have made on so many diverse lives. These four stories were originally
published between and , and were the only ones Salinger had published since Nine Stories. Salinger emerged
from the war incapable of believing in the heroic, noble ideals we like to think our cultural institutions uphold.
Please try again later. Salinger has not made an effort to limit the release of the book, unlike the Hamilton
biography. He did not give any interviews after , and did not made any public appearance, nor publish any
new work after  Claire had supposedly intended to do it during a trip to New York City with Salinger, but she
instead acted on a sudden impulse to take Margaret from the hotel and run away. His short military career saw
him land at Utah Beach in France during the Normandy Invasion and be a part of the action at the Battle of the
Bulge. He wrote one of the most popular and influential novels of the 20th century and then decided he hated
publishing. Burnett, sensing Salinger's talent as a writer, pushed him to create more often and soon Salinger's
work was appearing not just in Story, but in other big-name publications such as Collier's and the Saturday
Evening Post. His depiction of adolescent alienation and loss of innocence in the protagonist Holden Caulfield
was influential, especially among adolescent readers. Other books about Salinger tend to fall into one of three
categories: academic exegeses; necessarily highly subjective memoirs; and either overly reverential or overly
resentful biographies that, thwarted by lack of access to the principals, settle for perpetuating the agreed-upon
narrative. Salinger spent ten years writing The Catcher in the Rye and the rest of his life regretting it. We
particularly illuminate the last fifty-five years of his life: a period that, until now, had remained largely dark to
biographers. However, the date was pushed back a number of times, and its last publication date was set in ,
but did not happen. Each concerns a crisis in the life of the youngest member of his fictional Glass
familyâ€”the quirky characters who populate most of his work. But Salinger, who spent the bulk of his five
months overseas in Vienna, paid closer attention to language than business. His first new work in six years,
the novella took up most of the June 19, , issue of The New Yorker, and was universally panned by critics. By
, with the publication of the critically-acclaimed short story, A Perfect Day for Bananafish, Salinger began to
publish almost exclusively in The New Yorker. Salinger: A Biography. Sources: Green, David B. Not
surprisingly, Catcher vaulted Salinger to a level of unrivaled literary fame. Scott Fitzgerald and Ernest
Hemingway who also wrote great short stories. One of those letter recipients included Salinger's last wife, a
nurse who was already engaged to be married to someone else when she met the author. Salinger became
reclusive, publishing new work less frequently.


