
EUREKA POES ESSAY ON UNIVERSE

The essay is oddly transcendental, considering Poe's disdain for that movement. Eureka is Poe's attempt at explaining
the universe, using his general.

As our starting point, then, let us adopt the Godhead. The imprint of the universe is upon us. The design of the
repulsive influence I have maintained to be that of preventing immediate Unity among the diffused atoms; and
these atoms are represented as different each from each. In the mist above the vortex of the maelstrom "hung a
magnificent rainbow, Gravity, then, must be the strongest of forces -- an idea reached a priori and abundantly
confirmed by induction. How similar are Poe's galaxies to his stories' hurricanes, typhoons, and maelstroms,
which represent natural phenomena also describing the tendency to Unity! In looking carefully around me for
rational objection to what I have advanced, I am able to discover nothing; -- but of that class of objections
usually urged by the doubters for Doubt's sake, I very readily perceive three; and proceed to dispose of them in
order. A man, in this view, becomes mankind; mankind a member of the cosmical family of Intelligences.
Science fiction, a genre which Poe helped to pioneer, reveals many intuitive leaps which point the way to
today's science and technology. Each atom, forming one of a generally uniform globe of atoms, finds more
atoms in the direction of the centre, of course, than in any other, and in that direction, therefore, is impelled --
but is not thus impelled because the centre is the point of its origin. Difference of kind, too, is easily conceived
to be merely a result of differences in size and form, taken more or less conjointly: -- in fact, since the Unity of
the Particle Proper implies absolute homogeneity, we cannot imagine the atoms, at their diffusion, differing in
kind, without imagining, at the same time, a special exercise of the Divine Will, at the emission of each atom,
for the purpose of effecting, in each, a change of its essential nature: -- so fantastic an idea is the less to be
indulged, as the object proposed is seen to be thoroughly attainable without such minute and elaborate
interposition. Presuming that the star had been shining indefinitely, its rays would have reached us by now.
Could not any metaphysician have told him that what he called 'intuition' was but the conviction resulting
from de ductions or in ductions of which the processes were so shadowy as to have escaped his consciousness,
eluded his reason, or bidden defiance to his capacity of expression? Poe's theory of the short story, as well as
his own achievements in that genre, contributed substantially to the development of the modern short story, in
Europe as well as in the United States. Nevertheless, we may well wonder that Leibnitz, who was a marked
exception to the general rule in these respects, and whose mental temperament was a singular admixture of the
mathematical with the physico-metaphysical, did not at once investigate and establish the point at issue. By its
means, investigation has been taken out of the hands of the ground-moles, and given as a duty, rather than as a
task, to the true -- to the only true thinkers -- to the generally-educated men of ardent imagination. That
masterful collection lent science an unprecedented unity, and directly inspired Eureka. In addition, the
dimensional alterations of ship and crew and their outmoded mathematical instruments suggest again Poe's
supposition that matter changes form and that time rushes forward as matter approaches its reunion with
simpler forms. The one movement to which all existence corresponds, as we experience it, is expansion and
contraction expulsion and impulsion. Before the barrel reached the vortex, the strom abated and his life was
spared. All phaenomena are referable to one, or to the other, or to both combined. But as, on the summit of
AEtna, no man has thought of whirling on his heel, so no man has ever taken into his brain the full uniqueness
of the prospect; and so, again, whatever considerations lie involved in this uniqueness, have as yet no practical
existence for mankind. Harrison And so the notion emerged that there were two valid paths to truth. Thus all --
absolutely his argumentation is at sea without a rudder. Unity being their source, and difference from Unity
the character of the design manifested in their diffusion, we are warranted in supposing this character to be at
least generally preserved throughout the design, and to form a portion of the design itself: -- that is to say, we
shall be warranted in conceiving continual differences at all points from the uniquity and simplicity of the
origin. All phaenomena are referable to one, or to the other, or to both combined. For the present, however,
man must be satisfied with "faint indeterminate glimpses," achievable, in Poe's scheme, through intuition,
dreams, and near-death encounters. If Earth went through stages of development, leading over the aeons to
greater diversity, Poe considered, perhaps the Universe did as well. Based on the knowledge of his times, Poe
saw the Universe as a central hub â€” the visible bulge and spiral of the Milky Way â€” surrounded by a
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seemingly endless sea of scattered stars and gaseous nebula. Neither can a deficiency nor an excess of cause
bring to pass any effect. And now, let us see: -- Our usual notions of irradiation -- in fact our distinct notions
of it -- are caught merely from the process as we see it exemplified in Light. The counterpart to Perversity is
Creativity. Mill the fairest of play. Right is positive; wrong is negative -- is merely the negation of right; as
cold is the negation of heat -- darkness of light. I observed, just now, that, in fact, there had been certain vague
attempts at referring Gravity to some very uncertain isms. But consider for a moment the following scenario.
He was still capable, on the other hand, of caustic put-downs such as the one he attributes early in the book to
a scientist from the distant future. It grew out of a lecture entitled "The Universe," delivered at the Society
Library on the stormy evening of February 3, , to a "crowd" of some sixty persons. Let us conceive the
Particle, then, to be only not totally exhausted by diffusion into Space. On the Earth we see and feel, only that
gravity impels all bodies towards the centre of the Earth. Epicurus - Poe refers to the Ancient Greek
philosopher with the term "Epicurean atoms ". The nearest approach to such a work is made in the "Cosmos"
of Alexander Von Humboldt. And, as one might expect of him, Poe believed gravity to be the stronger of the
two forces, ushering the eventual re-concentration of "as it is and ought not to be into the condition of as it
was, originally, and therefore ought to be.


