
THE BEST INVENTION OF THE 20TH

And so, without further ado and in no particular order, here are my nominees for the Most Important Inventions of the
20th Century of the.

This marked the first mechanical design. That same process led to modern explosives and the poison gas used
during World War I. It leads to electronic control of ignition timing and fuel metering, harbingers of more
sophisticated systems to come. Ten of the 12 people who submitted rankings had it at or near the top. The
compass, 12th century Oriented us, even at sea  Here are the results. There can be no doubt that the twentieth
century is one of the most remarkable in human history for its previously unparalleled rate of technological
advances and scientific discoveries, a rate that continues to this day. But they were discovered accidentally.
Later in the 17th century, the lanterns were used to project animation, which was achieved by various types of
mechanical slides. By the use of various catalysts in the process, means were devised for still further
manipulating the molecules of the hydrocarbon raw material. In the early 19th century, the "father of the
computer" conceptualized and invented the first mechanical computer. Later, Steven Sasson a Kodak engineer
invented and built the first digital camera in  The first model of these foot-long planes was developed in just
90 days in  Everyone I spoke with was familiar with such cautionary analyses; none dismissed them out of
hand. As with Britain in the Industrial Revolution , the technological vitality of the United States in the 20th
century was demonstrated less by any particular innovations than by its ability to adopt new ideas from
whatever source they come. As it happens, both of these made it to our final list: the discovery and application
of nuclear fission , which led to both the atomic bomb and nuclear-power plants, was No. One aspect of the
results will be evident as soon as you start looking through them: the debatability of the choices and rankings
once you move beyond the first few. These include the steam engine 10 , industrial steelmaking 19 , and the
refining and drilling of oil 35 and 39, respectively. It also gives anyone the ability to buy and sell almost
anything imaginable, find and torment old school mates, watch the latest you-tube videos, and even find their
perfect life partner, all for a few bucks a month. Although TV plays an important part in our everyday lives, it
rapidly developed during the 19th and the 20th century. The fear of mutually assured destruction probably
prevented the world from experiencing a third world war and, when operated safely, nuclear power plants
truly are a superb and cost-efficient energy source that has the capacity to power entire cities. In our ranking,
electricity was No.


