
JAPANESE AMERICAN CONCENTRATION CAMPS

often in the same camps as Japanese Americans. Approximately 7, German Americans and 3, Italian.

On August 4, , a riot broke out in the Santa Anita facility, the result of anger about insufficient rations and
overcrowding. Jobs ranged from doctors to teachers to laborers and mechanics. They are a dangerous element,
whether loyal or not. In Lordsburg, New Mexico, internees were delivered by trains and marched two miles at
night to the camp. Though internment was a generally popular policy in California, support was not universal.
Civilian, law enforcement, and military authorities had serious concerns about the loyalty of the ethnic
Japanese after the Niihau incident which immediately followed the attack on Pearl Harbor, when Ishimatsu
Shintani, an Issei, and Yoshio Harada, a Nisei, and his Issei wife Irene Harada on the island of Ni'ihau
violently freed a downed and captured Japanese naval airman, attacking their fellow Ni'ihau islanders in the
process. His original plan included Italians and Germans, though the idea of rounding-up European-descent
Americans was not as popular. There is no way to determine their loyalty This Nisei generation were a distinct
cohort from their parents. By then the Army was enlisting nisei soldiers to fight in Africa and Europe. Anson,
managing secretary of the Salinas Vegetable Grower-Shipper Association, told the Saturday Evening Post in
We're charged with wanting to get rid of the Japs for selfish reasons. Department of Justice , which opposed
moving innocent civilians, and the War Department , which favoured detention. National Archives,
Washington, D. Evacuation orders were posted in Japanese-American communities giving instructions on how
to comply with the executive order. Personally, I hate the Japanese. In the event of a Japanese invasion of the
American mainland, Japanese Americans were feared as a security risk. Excluded from setting up shop in
white neighborhoods, nikkei -owned small businesses thrived in the Nihonmachi , or Japantowns of urban
centers, such as Los Angeles , San Francisco , and Seattle. From that line to the Pacific coast, the military
restricted zones in those three states were defined. If all the Japs were removed tomorrow, we'd never miss
them in two weeks because the White farmers can take over and produce everything the Jap grows. Click on
the Tule and Topaz icons for stunning images of the bleak conditions endured by these people, many of whom
were American citizens. Unlike the subsequent deportation and incarceration programs that would come to be
applied to large numbers of Japanese Americans, detentions and restrictions directly under this Individual
Exclusion Program were placed primarily on individuals of German or Italian ancestry, including American
citizens. His pictures here, published for the first time, read as portraits of resilience. Roosevelt signed
Executive Order , empowering DeWitt to issue orders emptying parts of California, Oregon, Washington and
Arizona of isseiâ€”immigrants from Japan, who were precluded from U. So, a Japanese American born of
Japanese parents, nurtured upon Japanese traditions, living in a transplanted Japanese atmosphere Fred
Korematsu decided to test the government relocation action in the courts. West Coast i. Now, two years older,
he was even more of a man. Conditions in the U. Many more were classified as "enemy aliens" and subject to
increased restrictions. War Department suspected that Japanese Americans might act as saboteurs or espionage
agents, despite a lack of hard evidence to support that view. Jane Yanagi Diamond, now 77 and retired in
Carmel, California, is living proof. Roosevelt signed Executive Order , which gave the U. The food was mass
produced army-style grub.


