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A research paper is written by university students for other scholars. Some will be experts on your topic but
not your methods, some will be experts on your methods but not your topic, and most will fall somewhere in
between. To ensure that your poster is one viewers will read, understand, and remember, present your analyses
to match the issues and questions of concern to them, rather than making readers translate your statistical
results to fit their interests DiFranza and the Staff of the Advocacy Institute ; Nelson et al. The first section
describes objectives of research posters. Next, come up with a proper thesis statement. This methods note is
intended to help researchers avoid such pitfalls as they create posters for professional conferences. Presenting
Results with Charts Charts are often the preferred way to convey numeric patterns, quickly revealing the
relative sizes of groups, comparative levels of some outcome, or directions of trends Briscoe ; Tufte ; Nelson
et al. A survey of government policymakers showed that they prefer summaries of research to be written so
they can immediately see how the findings relate to issues currently facing their constituencies, without
wading through a formal research paper Sorian and Baugh  Replace standard errors or test statistics with
confidence intervals, p-values, or symbols, or use formatting such as boldface, italics, or a contrasting color to
denote statistically significant findings Davis ; Miller  Conclusions Effective research posters should be
designed around two or three key findings with accompanying handouts and narrative description to supply
additional technical detail and encourage dialog with poster viewers. As you design your poster, provide
enough background on both the topic and the methods to convey the purpose, findings, and implications of
your research to the expected range of readers. You can even ask a peer to review it just to make sure it all
makes sense. Once your first draft is complete, review it, review it, and review it. In a speech, you the
presenter determine the focus of the presentation, but in a poster session, the viewers drive that focus.
Accompany each chart with a few annotations that succinctly describe the patterns in that chart. Often,
researchers fail to recognize the unique nature of the format, which is a hybrid of a published paper and an oral
presentation. Studies of policymakers DiFranza and the Staff of the Advocacy Institute ; Sorian and Baugh
have demonstrated the importance of making it readily apparent how research findings apply to real-world
issues rather than imposing on readers to translate statistical findings themselves. Make sure you include
pertinent and relevant sources throughout your paper to give it more credibility. Beilenson describes the
experience of giving a poster as a dialogue between you and your viewers. It also explicitly identifies the
group against which one-child families are compared in the model. Formatting rules: 1. Font size should be pt
3. Charts that include confidence intervals around point estimates are a quick and effective way to present
effect size, direction, and statistical significance. The goal of an academic paper is to research, analyze, argue,
and come to a conclusion about a certain topic of your choosing. After you define the term you plan to use,
mention the synonyms from the various fields represented in your audience. Indent the beginning of each
paragraph Using relevant sources Research papers require a lot ofâ€¦ wellâ€¦ research. This step is essential for
those presenting to nonresearchers but also pertains when addressing interdisciplinary research audiences.
Always include automatic page numbers 7. Posters are a hybrid formâ€”more detailed than a speech but less
than a paper, more interactive than either Appendix A. Guidelines on how to write about statistical methods,
results, and statistical significance are illustrated with samples of ineffective writing annotated to point out
weaknesses, accompanied by concrete examples and explanations of improved presentation.


