
WHAT GOES ON NOTECARDS FOR A RESEARCH PAPER

When you are faced with starting a research paper, the most important part of on the note cards, you only need to go
back and organize your cards by topic.

The length and detail of your paper will determine how many piles and cards you have. The middle of the card
is devoted to the summarized information which you have found in that source. For more, see What is
Plagiarism? It is important to be accurate with the page numbers on your note cards, as you will need them for
citations throughout your research paper. What batting records were set? This will help you to avoid
plagiarism. You can have any number of piles and any number of cards in each pile. If you copy something
directly from a book without putting it in your own words, put quotation marks around it so that you know it is
an exact quotation. It is necessary to have these topics once you begin organizing your research. First of all,
outline with proper headings. Also, you can write short quotations if you are sure that this information will be
useful for your research paper. Use 3 x 5 index cards, one fact or idea per card. This is not a complete works
cited, bibliography, or reference page. You need to write it immediately according to the MLA reference
requirements. In the previous example, the source was given a number, instead of writing out the entire title.
With this method, you categorize the information you find by topic. MLA Format for Notecards Although you
may prepare your notes in the way you prefer, MLA style will be much more useful because it allows you to
be coherent and logical in gathering and differentiating the info. Check out the differences between these two
note cards for a research paper on baseball: Good note card: Star players become national heroes Many
Americans could name every major league player, his batting average, and other accomplishments. You will
be less likely to write down unnecessary information facts that are not related to your topic if you are careful
to write down the topic for every card. Item number three is the paraphrased information that you found.
Organizing Once you have written the information down on the note cards, you only need to go back and
organize your cards by topic. Here is a sample card: The card topic is the title for the kind of information on
the card. If you have ever found yourself in a similar state, preparing notecards will be a great way-out.
Scholars have made rules for the systematic organization of notes to make it simple for both students and
professors to use the gathered materials for organizing the main body of your work. Your piles may look like:
Make an Outline and Start Writing Once you have separated your cards into piles, each topic pile should
become a body paragraph in your paper. When you finish, you should have your cards in piles, one topic per
pile. Now we are going to look closer at what these notes have to contain if you use the MLA style: At the left
top of the card, you write down the name of a book and its author. At the top right you write the number of the
sources. If every topic directly supports your thesis statement, then each topic pile should become a supporting
idea, body paragraph, or part of a paragraph in your paper. If you are consistent in paraphrasing at this stage,
then you will be certain not to accidentally plagiarize someone else's work. At the right bottom of the card jet
down the page number.


