
BASIC STEPS FOR WRITING A RESEARCH PAPER

Sometimes the most difficult part of writing a research paper is just getting it started find a list of six steps that will aid
you in the research paper writing process.

Have I made my intentions and points clear in the essay? And then, get back to work. Any run-on or
unfinished sentences? We can now make our research questions above into effective, focused thesis
statements. After you have worked to create a specific, arguable, definitive thesis statement, this is another
place that it could be helpful to check in with your professor, a writing center tutor, or another trusted educator
or mentor. A good strategy is to read your paper backwards. It can even help you come back to your paper
feeling more focused, which is key to catching and fixing mistakes. Hint: Read your paper aloud to help you
catch syntax problems. Step 8: Use information. Organize your notes according to the working outline. Your
teacher may require you to write one or both of the following types of outlines: a topic outline, in which the
headings and subheadings are a series of words or phrases, not complete sentences; or a sentence outline, in
which every heading and subheading is a complete sentence. Go on reading to find some tips on how to revise
your research paper. Learn how to identify key points and arguments without getting bogged down and
reading every word. Are your sources credible, reliable, and logical? For help with thesis statements, take a
look at Step 5. This means thinking about structure, organization, wording, and length. Working with your
teacher and asking them for help is an often overlooked resource when it comes to writing research papers. It
might even be helpful to highlight and take notes on the assignment. Judge the result of the work in
conducting your research effectiveness and the research process efficiency. Access the materials. Write the
first draft with title, in-text citations, and Works Cited page. Some instructors might, but you are just lucky at
that point. If you have two main points in your thesis, three or five main sections might not work for your
research paper. Proofread final paper carefully for spelling, punctuation, missing or duplicated words. Your
instructor likely gave you instructions on which style to use, and if not you can ask which they prefer. Be sure
to take advantage of this help; your paper will be all the better for it. Step 5: Access the materials Access
possible sources of information by reading, listening, viewing, or touching. Did I avoid using contractions? It
is important to follow any directions that you have been given by your teacher or professor, to take
responsibility and not expect them to do your work for you, and to listen to the answers and advice they share
with you. Is this a factual report? A good idea is to provide some recommendations based on the results of
your investigation or suggest some directions for further research. Now that you have written your paper, does
that organization still make sense? You carefully organized your paper when you created an outline. You can
usually schedule an online or in-person appointment with a tutor or instructor that will help you through any
step of the writing process. Did you stick to a topic that fits the assignment? Your research spawned tons of
ideas. Creating an outline is really about structuring your paper. You might prefer a printed list of your
resources or you might want to write down all you have learned that is relevant to your project on notecards or
sticky notes and organize your research paper on a table or the floor. Your thesis does not need to be an
absolute truth but something that will provoke thought and can be proven by your research. Any spelling or
grammatical errors? You should make sure that all your ideas are fully developed and all the claims are
supported by credible evidence. Double check the facts and figures. Note taking will help you establish a way
in which you can easily retrieve information that you have researched. Everything you learn may be
fascinating, but not all of it is going to be relevant to your paper. Step 4: Locate and evaluate sources for
appropriateness for the assignment.


