
A SUMMARY OF THE ODYSSEY AN ANCIENT GREEK EPIC POEM BY

HOMER

A basic level guide to some of the best known and loved works of prose, poetry and drama from ancient Greece âœ…
The Odyssey by Homer.

Book 17 â€” Odysseus Returns to the Palace Telemachus returns to the palace where his mother is delighted to
see him again and the suitors are not. Odysseus clung to a fig tree above Charybdis. Ithaca's palace is occupied
by suitors all seeking to marry Penelope, who is Odysseus' wife and Telemachus' mother. When He Was Born
Much speculation surrounds when Homer was born, because of the dearth of real information about him. The
king goes around the suitors begging for a small offering and is abused â€” verbally and physically. The
non-linear plot leaps back and forth in time. Her island, Aeaea , is located at the edges of the world and seems
to have close associations with the sun. He tells the following story: After a disastrous first venture in the land
of the Cycones the only population in The Odyssey that is also mentioned in historical sources , Odysseus and
his companions found themselves in the land of the Lotus-eaters, who attemped to give them food that would
have made them lose the will to get home. Book 14 â€” Eumaeus the Swineherd Odysseus finds his faithful
old servant the swineherd Eumaeus living in the hills but remains in disguise and pretends to be a Cretan
adventurer. In the poem, Telemachus goes on a quest to figure out his father's whereabouts. Greek historian
Herodotus c. They remained with her on the island for one year, while they feasted and drank. Menelaus,
meanwhile, also praises Odysseus as an irreproachable comrade and friend, lamenting the fact that they were
not only unable to return together from Troy but that Odysseus is yet to return. He sailed on and reached the
island of Aeaea where he visited the witch-goddess Circe , daughter of the sun-god Helios. Leaving before the
entire crew succumb to the lethargy-inducing fruit, the group arrive in the land of the Cyclopes. In many ways
the Odyssey is the most renowned literary work from Greek antiquity, even though some people would say it
lacks the radical brilliance of the Iliad. Odysseus: 'And we came to the land of the Cyclopes, a fierce, lawless
people who never lift a hand to plant or plough but just leave everything to the immortal gods. The men then
landed on shore and entered the cave of Polyphemus , where they found all the cheeses and meat they desired.
Another key feature of the poem's style is the use of epithets: fixed phrases and adjectives that are often
repeated when a character's name is mentionedâ€”e. They were sure that Odysseus was dead.


