
ENACTMENT OF SOUTHERN BLACK CODES IN 1865 BE CONSIDERED A

TURNING POINT IN THE COURSE OF RECONSTRUCT

Black codes were restrictive laws designed to limit the freedom of African In the years following Reconstruction, the
South reestablished many of the provisions of the black codes in the form of the so-called "Jim Crow laws. all the
southern states would enact their own black codes in and 

Both bit de nigger, an' dey wus both bad. A special congressional committee investigated whether white
Southern Reconstruction should be allowed to continue. Conway , the Freedmen's Bureau commissioner for
Louisiana, testified in [22] Some of the leading officers of the state down thereâ€”men who do much to form
and control the opinions of the massesâ€”instead of doing as they promised, and quietly submitting to the
authority of the government, engaged in issuing slave codes and in promulgating them to their subordinates,
ordering them to carry them into execution, and this to the knowledge of state officials of a higher character,
the governor and others. While some Northerners went South with reformist impulses, many others went
South merely to exploit the chaotic environment for personal gain. Congress as well. White Democrats had
regained political power in every Southern state. This system was distinct from the sharecropper. But the
codes did grant black persons a few more civil rights than they possessed before the Civil War. Teachers who
came from the North to teach freedmen were sometimes attacked or intimidated as well. During
Reconstruction, he fought to minimize the power of the ex-Confederates and to guarantee equal rights to the
freedmen. Between and , 10 of the 11 former Confederate states, starting with Mississippi, passed new
constitutions or amendments that effectively disfranchised most blacks and tens of thousands of poor whites
through a combination of poll taxes, literacy and comprehension tests, and residency and record-keeping
requirements. Vagrancy All Southern Black Codes relied on vagrancy laws to pressure freedmen to sign labor
contracts. Carpetbagger: This political cartoon from depicts carpetbaggers in a negative light. For the first
time, some blacks won election to Southern state legislatures and to Congress. During the summer and fall of ,
most of the old Confederate states held constitutional conventions. In some states these codes included
vagrancy laws that targeted unemployed blacks, apprentice laws that made black orphans and dependents
available for hire to whites, and commercial laws that excluded blacks from certain trades and businesses and
restricted their ownership of property. The Southern Black Codes were passed by individual Southern states to
negate the objectives of the Freedmens Bureau; many of these laws were passed and adopted by white-only
South state conventions designed to control the movement of newly-freed black slaves by restricting their
freedoms like denying black children the right to attend free public schools CRF para. Sixty carpetbaggers
were elected to Congress, and they included a majority of Republican governors in the South during
Reconstruction. Some had escaped from slavery to the North, become educated, and returned to help the South
advance in the postwar era. Instead, as the new year began, freedmen all over the South signed labor contracts
and went back to work. Scalawags were denounced as corrupt by Democrats. The Fifteenth Amendment
guaranteed the right to vote, but did not guarantee that the vote would be counted or the districts would be
apportioned equally. Public schools had been established by Reconstruction legislatures for the first time in
most Southern states. He also worked to promote the Southern economy. There were only a few scattered
cities; small courthouse towns serviced the farm populations. They mainly restricted their rights. However,
sharecropping, along with tenant farming, became a dominant form in the cotton South from the s to the s,
among both blacks and whites. The Senate overrode the veto by the close vote of , the House by  About black
officeholders had lived outside of the South before the Civil War. The system started with blacks when large
plantations were subdivided. Radicals strongly opposed slavery during the war and after the war distrusted
ex-Confederates, demanding harsh policies for the former rebels, and emphasizing civil rights and voting
rights for freedmen recently freed slaves. By , all Southern states had excluded blacks from voting.


