
LIFE OF ANNE MARBURY HUTCHINSON

Early Life. Anne Hutchinson was born Anne Marbury in Alford, Lincolnshire, England, in The exact date is not known,
but records indicate.

The resulting religious tension erupted into what has traditionally been called the Antinomian Controversy,
but has more recently been labelled the Free Grace Controversy. Her strongest supporters had either left
Massachusetts or been banished, and her idol, John Cotton, had finally allied himself with the orthodoxy.
After John Cotton went into hiding when he was threatened with imprisonment for his views, he fled England
for the Massachusetts Bay Colony in  With the permission of the court, Hutchinson was allowed to spend the
week at his home, where the recently arrived Reverend John Davenport was also staying. Coddington had
openly supported Hutchinson following her trial, but he had become autocratic and began to alienate his
fellow settlers. Coddington purchased Aquidneck Island later named Rhode Island in the Narragansett Bay
from the Narragansetts , and the settlement of Pocasset was founded soon renamed Portsmouth. One such
group of men, including her husband Will, met on 7 March at the home of wealthy Boston merchant William
Coddington. He stressed that the ministers were not as upset about any Hutchinson remarks at the end of the
October meeting as they appeared to be later. Hutchinson herself, as Winthrop recorded, "gloried in her
sufferings, saying, that it [her excommunication] was the greatest happiness, next to Christ, that ever befel her.
It seemed she inherited her father's ideals and assertiveness, and wasn't afraid of questioning the principles of
faith and the authority of the Church, as she would demonstrate in her later years. That there be no created
graces in the human nature of Christ nor in believers after their union. The Biblical references in her
confession, which contain a prophecy of catastrophe and redemption, confirm the court's belief that she had
transgressed the authority of the colony's ministers. Top Questions Why is Anne Hutchinson famous? Prynne,
like Hutchinson, challenged the religious orthodoxy of Puritan New England and was punished as much for
violating the mores of the society as for her intransigence before the political and religious authorities.
William Hutchinson was granted a desirable house lot in Boston, and both husband and wife quickly became
church members. She delivered what her doctor John Clarke [96] described as a handful of transparent grapes.
It was during her involvement with the healing group that Anne developed the religious philosophy that
became the focus of her American preaching. With some of her followers Hutchinson established a settlement
now Portsmouth on the island of Aquidneck now part of Rhode Island in  Gradually, the meetings shifted to
critiques of Puritan beliefs about the Covenant of Worksâ€”the role of good works and adherence to religious
law in salvation. While the Puritans believed that salvation was the result of God's grace, freely given to man,
they also maintained that good works, or living the moral life, were important signs of that salvation and
necessary preparation for the realization that one had received God's grace. This emphasis on the visible act of
leading a righteous life led Hutchinson to accuse the church of preaching a Covenant of Works. Thus
Hutchinson had claimed that God had revealed himself directly to her, a stance that violated the Puritan
doctrine that revelation ended with the bible. That her revelations about future events are to be believed as
well as scripture because the same Holy Ghost did indite both. Houghton Mifflin Company,  Hutchinson's
favorite minister, John Cotton , stressed a "covenant of grace"â€”the idea that one's own spiritual
consciousness of God 's election might also be justification. Kieft responded by sending more Mohawks after
them and then some of his own troops to attack them. Hutchinson asked the court for leave to "give you the
ground of what I know to be true. All rights reserved. Hutchinson, the court you see hath labored to bring you
to acknowledge the error of your way that so you might be reduced.


