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He also begins to heed what Enkidu has said, and to learn the virtues of mercy and humility, along with
courage and nobility. A man tells him of an upcoming wedding banquet. McGoodwin Last update: 16
February  Utnapishtim also tells Gilgamesh the story of a great flood exacted on the people of Shurrupak. The
wilderness is presented as frightening, and thus as the best place for heroism. He said to his servant Enkidu, 'I
have not established my name stamped on bricks as my destiny decreed; therefore I will go to the country
where the cedar is felled. As Enkidu enters the city, Gilgamesh is about to exert his claim to the bride's first
night. Gilgamesh and Enkidu cut down some of the trees of the cedar forest and in particular the tallest of the
cedar trees, to make a great cedar gate for the city of Uruk. His purpose in the story is to help Gilgamesh
become the king he needs to be and to teach him about what is most valuable in life. He tells the ferryman his
story and asks for his help, but Urshanabi explains that he has just destroyed the sacred stones which allow the
ferry boat to safely cross the Waters of Death. For as far as two leagues the cedars shivered when Enkidu
felled the watcher of the forest, he at whose voice Hermon and Lebanon used to tremble. But now the drums
roll for the choice of the bride and the city groans. The chief god of Eridu, where he had a temple, he lived 'in
the deep'; his ancestry is uncertain, but he was probably a child of Anu. On your account a wife, a mother of
seven, was forsaken. Ishtar immediately turns to her father, Anu , to send the Bull of Heaven to punish
Gilgamesh. We, the counsellors of Uruk entrust our king to you, O Enkidu; bring him back safely to us.
Enkidu recounts a dream: a great demon comes to him, turns him into a dove, and drags him to "the house of
darkness" Irkalla the Netherworld and home of Ereshkigal , where all the dead end up. Thunderbird Anzu.
There he saw the plant growing;; although it pricked him he took it in his hands; then he cut the heavy stones
from his feet, and the sea carried him and threw him on to the shore. In the Epic, he is described as physically
strong, beautiful, and wise ruler of Mesopotamia. She held a tablet from which she read.


