
TREATMENT OF SLAVES IN ANCIENT ROME

Rome differed from Greek city-states in allowing freed slaves to become citizens. After manumission, a male slave.

This log he had to carry around in order that the other members of the familia might see him and take warning.
Rather than regarding slaves as irretrievable in archaeological remains, the book takes the archaeological
record as a key form of evidence for reconstructing slaves' lives and experiences. After manumission , a male
slave who had belonged to a Roman citizen enjoyed not only passive freedom from ownership, but active
political freedom libertas , including the right to vote. In fact, the Romans in many cases preferred to use these
tribes in auxilia army roles rather than as slaves in the strictest sense. The chief items in the titulus were the
age and nationality of the slave, and his freedom from such common defects as chronic ill-health, especially
epilepsy, and tendencies to thievery, running away, and suicide. In Roman comedies are references to these
punishments, and the slaves make grim jests on the rods and the scourge, taunting each other with the beatings
they have had or deserve to have. Though ethnicity seems to have played little role in who would be Roman
slaves, it did seem to play a part in what tasks they would be assigned to once in service. The case of
Spartacus, then, was an unusual but spectacular one. So without a word of summons tens of thousands of
slaves joined forces to destroy their masters. Although nexum was abolished as a way to secure a loan, debt
bondage might still result after a debtor defaulted. Both men and women were sold as slaves and young boys
were the most expensive slaves to buy. Another punishment for offenses of a trivial nature resembled the
stocks of old New England days. We cannot help feeling a great respect for the man who at so great a price
obtained his freedom. When there was a large number of slaves in one house, they were frequently divided
into decuriae Petron. Although the bondsman could expect to face humiliation and some abuse, as a legal
citizen he was supposed to be exempt from corporal punishment. Spartacus fell in the battle and the survivors,
of them, were crucified in a forceful message to all Roman slaves that any chance of winning freedom through
violence was futile. They were offered for sale with their feet whitened with chalk; those from the East had
their ears bored, a common sign of slavery among oriental peoples. If a slave killed his master then all the
other slaves in the household would be killed. Augustus restricted such manumissions to at most a hundred
slaves, and fewer in a small household. Quick Links. Slaves were freed for a variety of reasons; for a
particularly good deed toward the slave's owner, or out of friendship or respect. A notable example of a
high-status slave was Tiro , the secretary of Cicero. However, this was very difficult because they had no one
to help them and many of them did not speak Latin. Catch me. Still nearness of blood was considered an
impediment to marriage after manumission: thus a manumitted slave could not marry his manumitted sister
Dig. Were slaves set free? In his Life of Cato the Elder , Plutarch revealed contrasting views of slaves. The
chief points which the vendor had to warrant, was the health of the slave, especially freedom from epilepsy,
and that he had not a tendency to thievery, running away, or committing suicide Cic. Cheap slave labor
replaced work for the average citizen and the rolls of the unemployed masses grew to epidemic proportions.
Some slaves were well educated, especially those from Greece, and they would be used to teach the children
of the house. For at this festival, in houses that keep to proper religious usage, they first of all honor the slaves
with a dinner prepared as if for the master; and only afterwards is the table set again for the head of the
household. Free at last? The word Potestas was also applied to the master's power over the slave, and the same
word was used to express the father's power over his children. In the rest of the Italian peninsula, the fraction
of non-European slaves was definitively much lower than that. Caecilius Isidorus who would eventually own
over 4, slaves. In certain cases, a man became a slave, if he allowed himself to be sold as a slave in order to
defraud the purchaser; and a free woman who cohabited with a slave might be reduced to the same condition [
Senatusconsultum Claudianum. Roman historians illuminated the abolition of nexum with a traditional story
that varied in its particulars; basically, a nexus who was a handsome but upstanding youth suffered sexual
harassment by the holder of the debt. They began by murdering men who were travelling singly or in pairs, in
the most conspicuous areas. Their lives were harsh. Lord Dunmore, the last British Governor of Virginia, at
the commencement of the American Revolution, followed this bad example. In hard times, it was not
uncommon for desperate Roman citizens to raise money by selling their children into slavery.


