
WRITING A SCIENCE PAPER ABSTRACTS

In this blog post, Karen McKee offers advice and tips on how to craft your abstract , one of the most important parts of a
scientific article.

An informational abstract is like a mini-paper. If the full-text is not available, go to the USC Libraries main
page and enter the title of the article [NOT the title of the journal]. Descriptive abstracts are usually very short,
words or less. Such repetition is used by search engines to rank an online document. Summarize all aspects of
the report, including purpose, method, results, conclusions, and recommendations. Many guidelines may seem
overly particular, but do not ignore even the most tedious requirements e. In addition to including such terms
in the title and keyword field of your paper, you want to repeat those terms contextually throughout the
abstract. Or, in the case of a conference paper, the abstract will determine whether it is accepted or not for
presentation to colleagues. Essentially, the descriptive abstract only describes the work being summarized. Did
you solve a problem? A simple and powerful title will make a good impression and encourage your audience
to read the rest of your poster or choose the session that includes your oral presentation. The Abstract. What
can they do with your research. What problem did you study and why is it important? People will only
consider reading the rest of the manuscript if they find your abstract interesting. What methods did you use to
study the problem? She has taught science courses at the high school, college, and graduate levels. Continue
Reading. If possible, ask your colleagues to provide their feedback. Why is the abstract so important? Figure
2. Table 3 lists important questions to which the methods section should provide brief answers. A descriptive
abstract is very short, typically less than words. Why should other people care? What are your discoveries?


