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Composed of ballad stanzas, the poem laments the "backsliding" of Puritans into sin and complacency and
depicts the final day of Judgement or "doom" as a series of dramatic confrontations between sinners --
meaning everyone -- and their God. The part of the. That's because being a Puritan he believed in Original Sin,
so even unborn babies who died in that impossible state are made to plead their case. Wallowing in all kind of
sin, vile wretches lay secure: The best of men had scarcely then their Lamps kept in good ure. He was raised in
the town of New Haven, Connecticut until he went to Harvard at sixteen. These beliefs, at first glance, seem
contradictory. Damnation is where the modern conception of the Christian God differs the most from that of
the Puritans. There was no getting around it. However, eternity is still eternity. His brightness damps heav'ns
glorious lamps and makes them hang their heads, As if afraid and quite dismay'd, they quit their wonted
steads. Sorry babies, it's the big frying pan for you. Although there is a lessening of punishment, eternal
damnation is a difference of kind, not degree. In Day of Doom, using the simplest of meters and rhyming
schemes, Michael Wigglesworth wrestles to reconcile the beneficence of God with eternal damnation. See you
there. Virgins unwise, who through disguise amongst the best were number'd, Had closed their eyes; yea, and
the wise through sloth and frailty slumber'd. Sin and God Modern people do not think much about sin. Also,
modern people do not think much about hell. The excellence of whose presence and awful Majesty, Amazeth
Nature, and every Creature, doth more than terrify. Such immersion reveals a beautiful internal consistency to
Puritanism. The Mountains smoak, the Hills are shook, the Earth is rent and torn, As if she should be clear
dissolv'd, or from the Center born. That's because they were destined to be amongst the saved awarded a place
at God's right hand. It is easy to write off the book as a curious period piece. Some hide themselves in Caves
and Delves, in places under ground: Some rashly leap into the Deep, to scape by being drown'd: Some to the
Rocks O senseless blocks! Are there any literary works or other kinds of writing today that approximate the
tone, style, or subject matter of Wigglesworth's poem? Michael Wigglesworth, The Day of Doom
Wigglesworth's epic poem is widely regarded as America's first "best-seller," though it was published long
before that term came into popular usage. Before his face the Heav'ns gave place, and Skies are rent asunder,
With mighty voice, and hideous noise, more terrible than Thunder. But if we know anything about God, God
is arbitrary. Nor is he talking of remote tribes in, for example, the Congo. However, must God, if there is a
God, be beneficent? No sooner said, but 'tis obey'd; Sepulchres opened are: Dead bodies all rise at his call, and
's mighty power declare. The stanza has two rhyming couplets. If one was damned, one was damned. One
cannot become one of the Elect through good works. The Puritans considered all men and women to be guilty
of Original Sin.


