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However, Gatsby is miserable. Tom Buchanan comes from the old money elite, while Jay Gatsby is a
self-made millionaire. If it does happen though, it is usually a rich, older man marrying a young, beautiful
woman. This picture shows the differences in social class, even those that are fairly similar. In The Great
Gatsby, social norms are insurmountable barriers between people. Inter-class relationships are impossible.
Share it! Scott Fitzgerald, presents a critical portrait of the American dream through its portrayal of the s New
York elite. The inhabitants live here mostly because they cannot afford to live in East Egg, namely Jay Gatsby
and Nick. The Valley of Ashes is inhabited by people who are poorer and can be seen as the victims of the
rich. The novel suggests that rampant consumerism and the desire to consume has corroded the American
social landscape and corrupted one of the country's foundational ideas. Does Gatsby love Daisy, or does he
love the lifestyle she represents? Indeed, the only unhappy couple to survive "unscathed" is Daisy and Tom,
who eventually decide to retreat into the cocoon of wealth despite their marital problems. For example: Tom
and Daisy Buchanan Tom Buchanan is considered uppermost class due to his family name and large
inheritance. In general, the novel takes a fairly cynical view of love. They erroneously place their faith in
superficial external means such as money and materialism , while neglecting to cultivate the compassion and
sensitivity that, in fact, separate humans from the animals. In fact, his entire pursuit of wealth and influence is
carried out in hopes of making his dreams come true. For many of those of modest means, the rich seem to be
unified by their money. Can a person improve their social class by increasing their wealth? The Great Gatsby
By F. In The Great Gatsby, the only element not restricted to one social class is unhappiness. He does not
come from a wealthy background but is self-taught in business and becomes wealthy, and is therefore, able to
mingle with people of higher class. In The Great Gatsby, Fitzgerald presents two distinct types of wealthy
people. What are the various markings of the upper class in the novel? The main characters of the novel were
mostly of the upper social classes, however there are significant differences between them, particularly their
behaviours. From the outside, Gatsby appears to be proof of the American dream: he is a man of humble
origins who accumulated vast wealth. For him, their powerlessness makes his own position that much more
superior. Romantic love is not a powerful force in the world of The Great Gatsby. In many ways, the social
elite are right. The novel also suggests that wealth is not equivalent to social class. The man on the right
represents the lower classes. Of all the themes, perhaps none is more well developed than that of social
stratification. Continue Reading. The s marked a time of great post-war economic growth, and Fitzgerald
captures the frenzy of the society well. One would like to think the newly wealthy would be more sensitive to
the world around them â€” after all, it was only recently they were without money and most doors were closed
to them. After Gatsby's death, his funeral is attended by just three guests; the cynical "real world" moves on as
though he'd never lived at all. True or false? His life is devoid of meaningful connection. The first and most
obvious group Fitzgerald attacks is, of course, the rich. Scott Fitzgerald, themes of corruption, idealism, and
social upheaval, create a portrait of the Roaring Twenties that has been described as a cautionary tale
concerning the American Dream. The Failure of the American Dream The American dream posits that anyone,
no matter their origins, can work hard and achieve upward mobility in the United States. They are judgmental
and superficial, failing to look at the essence of the people around them and themselves, too.


