
THE MANY CHANGES THAT OCCURRED DURING THE PROGRESSIVE

ERA IN THE UNITED STATES

The Progressive Era was a period of widespread social activism and political reform across the United States that
spanned the s to the s. The main objectives of the Progressive movement were eliminating Many progressives
supported prohibition of alcoholic beverages, ostensibly to destroy the political power.

For more information on progressivism see the following web sites: Classroom Handouts: Progressive Reform
and the Trusts. He states that ultimately progressives "were responsible for bringing scientific racism to an
end". The federal Pure Food and Drug Act , which was pushed by drug companies and providers of medical
services, removed from the market patent medicines that had never been scientifically tested. Eighteenth
Amendment: This constitutional amendment established prohibition of alcohol in  In , Benjamin Gitlow was
convicted under the Espionage Act of and the case went all the way to the Supreme Court, where the justices
decided that the First Amendment applied to the states as well as the federal government. While white
Progressives in principle believed in improving conditions for minority groups, there were wide differences in
how this was to be achieved. Although the new economy has ushered in higher wages for some, many
low-skilled workers, whose jobs have been shipped abroad, feel disaffected. The massive Hoover Dam public
works project was a product of the Coolidge and Hoover administrations; the most important Depression-era
agency for financial restabilization, the Reconstruction Finance Administration, began as a Hoover initiative.
Two important groups were formed during this period. All of these social programs were far from universal
and varied considerably from one state to another. Religious Progressivism In the United States prior to World
War I, the Social Gospel was the religious wing of the Progressive movement, which had the aim of
combating injustice, suffering, and poverty in society. Du Bois demanded and created plans for complete and
instant equality, as he believed that self-improvement would only occur if blacks were politically and socially
accepted and equal under the law. Trends in police use of force seem to debunk the common myth of
post-racial America. Other minorities also feel like they have been treated unfairly. These ratings ride partially
on the increasingly polarized American political landscape. Vice President Calvin Coolidge succeeded
Harding after his death in  These state laws made industry and businesses responsible for compensating
workers or their survivors when workers were injured or killed in connection with their jobs. Many readers,
inspired by the muckrakers, rallied to the progressive cause. Theodore Roosevelt set the mold for a much more
active, issue-driven presidency than any since the Civil War. Although it may feel like the United States is on
the brink, the nation has actually been in a similar position before. By the beginning of the 20th century,
African Americans were "disfranchised", while in the years prior to this, the right to vote was guaranteed to
"freedmen" through the Civil Rights Act of  Despite those fighting against reform, there was a positive
outcome to the fight for reform. More movements that happened during the Progressive era were the idea of
social welfare. The book "The Jungle" caused Roosevelt to push congress to pass many new reforms like the
Meat Inspection Act , the Pure Food Act, Drug Act and they also created new department of commission ICC
and also the labor with a bureau of corporations that could investigate corporations. They had little but
contempt for the strict construction of the Constitution by conservative judges, who would restrict the power
of the national government to act against social evils and to extend the blessings of democracy to less favored
lands. Ida B. Southern farmers lobbied hard for federal credit systems to supplement private lenders in the
cash-strapped South. TR believed that strong corporations were good for America, but he also believed that
corporate behavior must be watched to ensure that corporate greed did not get out of hand trust-busting and
federal regulation of business. The traditionalists said many of their reforms were unnecessary and not worth
the trouble of implementing. The Baptist minister Jim Goodhart set up an employment bureau, and provided
food and lodging for tramps and hobos at the mission he ran. Lenox Hill Neighborhood House, founded in ;
Henry Street Settlement, founded in ; and University Settlement House, founded in and the oldest in the
United States were important sites for social reform. Journalists, such as Jacob Riis and Ida B. His
middle-class congregation encouraged Reed to move on when he became a Socialist, and he organized a
nondenominational church. The main objective of the Progressive movement was eliminating corruption in
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government. Many activists joined efforts to reform local government, public education, medicine, finance,
insurance, industry, railroads, churches, and many other areas. On a dozen different occasions between and ,
US administrations dispatched troops to Mexico and the Caribbean to seize customs houses, reorganize
finances, or attempt to control the outcome of an internal revolution. The Southern Education Board came
together to publicize the importance of reform. They turned the system of federally supported agriculture
extension agents into a far-flung network of scientific advice, crop marketing assistance, and lobbying help in
Congress. Activists were mobilized by the highly effective Anti-Saloon League. Other reforms included
outlawing public swearing, boxing, dogfights, and similar affronts to their moral sensibilities. They closely
followed advances underway at the time in western Europe and adopted numerous policies, such as a major
transformation of the banking system through the creation of the Federal Reserve System in 


