
YOUNG GOODMAN BROWN FAITH THESIS

Free Essay: Nathaniel Hawthorne's allegorical story â€œYoung Goodman Brownâ€• is set in Salem, Massachusetts
during the late sixteen hundreds in a time of.

Set in New England during the Puritan era, the protagonist, Goodman Brown, goes for a walk in the woods
one night and meets the devil who tells him. One author, though born into the era of Romanticism dared to
expand the possibilities nineteenth - century literature had to offer. They form their own god, a golden calf,
and build an altar. He creates evil thoughts throughout his journey, which makes his faith weaker, especially
when he encounters the prayerful and vigilant people of his community during his walk. Related Papers.
During the course of his journey, the man sees many people who seem out of place, including his wife. Young
Goodman Brown is a character in "Young Goodman Brown," who leaves his known world in Salem village
and travels an unknown road in a dark forest in the middle of the night, a common motif in literature better
known as the Hero's journey, and is faced with obstacles Hawthorne himself was against the idea of any
institutionalized government and religion, although he was a believer. One of the most obvious questions is if
these events are actually happening as reality, or if they are all a dream. In the short story, Goodman Brown, a
young Puritan leaves his wife of three months to watch a witch ceremony in the forest. Conflict between good
and evil exists when Goodman Brown begins his distrust to his community. As he demonstrates his
inconsistent faith, his evil attacks his body, mind, and soul. Brown keeps his appointment with the devil in the
forest, and he must choose to go back to his? Although "Young Goodman Brown" is a fictional tale, it is based
on the cynical environment of Salem during this time period. Goodman Brown fails to trust the people around
him and think that they are evil because deep inside him, he is defending himself from being part of the devil.
He returns to his life in Salem a changed man. The protagonist is trying to use his faith to keep him away from
harm, but his soul is offered to the evil. He then gradually begins to believe that the community of visible
saints is corrupted and that they are performers of evil-doing. They even had a festival for the golden calf. The
main character, Goodman Brown, leaves Salem village and his wife, Faith, to travel into the depths of the dark
forest. The short story is filled with many literary elements, leading you to question what did exactly happen
to the main character at the conclusion. When analyzing a story like "Young Goodman Brown", one must
recognize that the story is at whole symbolic His romanticist ideas are infused in the story, with the problems
that are dealt with throughout the story; while one of the most out- standing symbols, Faith, is shown to be
taken for granted as innocent although it is the best coverage for the well hidden evil in the society. The
Young Goodman Brown will be aged with the knowledge he faces in this one night. His disbelief that it is
normal and acceptable to be intrinsically evil causes himâ€¦. From the start of his journey to his arrival back
home, Faith is always in the back of head, making him question his surroundings and own thoughts. How to
cite this page Choose cite format:. Hawthorne's great-great uncle was one of the judges during the Salem
witchcraft trials. She willingly converses with the devil and is perceived to be a witch. It can be used to share
experiences, spread information, and even be used as a mode of entertainment. He begins to question if he is
truly a faithful man. It is made clear that he does not want to part from the path of God; therefore, it is safe to
assume that he has lost his faith in humans, and the established institutions as well as the masked society. The
traveler points out that none of the people he thinks he knows are the way that he believes them to be, by
starting up with the grandfather and father of him while Faith is saved until later on when the story gets too
dark. Like many authors, Hawthorne used events in his life as a basis for the stories that he wrote. Instead, he
easily accepts that his father, grandfather, and the whole community were acquainted with the Devil.


