
SCHWA EPENTHESIS ENGLISH

In phonology, epenthesis means the addition of one or more sounds to a word, especially to the Regular examples in
English are -i-, used in forming Latinate words such as equidistant, and -o-, .. For example, the name Dwight is
commonly pronounced with an epenthetic schwa between the /d/ and the /w/, and many.

Trask, A Dictionary of Phonetics and Phonology. Informal speech[ edit ] Epenthesis most often occurs within
unfamiliar or complex consonant clusters. The word is often misspelled with the suffix -ious, which matches
the mispronunciation. But people never stop to think he's allus gotta keep up a expensive front. In Japanese[
edit ] A limited number of words in Japanese use epenthetic consonants to separate vowels. Some accounts
distinguish between "intrusive vowels", vowel-like releases of consonants as phonetic detail, and true
epenthetic vowels, which are required by the phonotactics of the language and acoustically identical with
phonemic vowels. The same occurs in the song " Umbrella ". However, modern loans may not end in
consonants. Sure, people think a athalete makes plenty, and he do on paper. That may well produce
impermissible final clusters. Epenthesis is sometimes used for humorous or childlike effect. Some apparent
occurrences of epenthesis, however, have a separate cause: the pronunciation of nuclear as nucular arises out
of analogy with other -cular words binocular, particular, etc. William S. Richard Nordquist is a freelance
writer and former professor of English and Rhetoric who wrote college-level Grammar and Composition
textbooks. There is no epenthesis from a historical perspective since the a-t is derived from Latin habet 'he has'
, and so the t is the original third-person verb inflection. Borrowed words[ edit ] Vocalic epenthesis typically
occurs when words are borrowed from a language that has consonant clusters or syllable codas that are not
permitted in the borrowing language. We know that a is used before consonant sounds and an is used before
vowel sounds. In Finnish[ edit ] In Finnish , there are two epenthetic vowels and two nativization vowels.
Something similar happened in Sanskrit , with the result that a new vowel -i or -a was added to many words.
Ambiguities may result: salmi "strait" vs. Some dialects, like Savo and Ostrobothnian , have epenthesis
instead and use the preceding vowel in clusters of type -l C - and -h C -, in Savo also -nh-. That is a synchronic
analysis. The pronunciation of jewelry as 'jewelery' is a result of epenthesis, as is the pronunciation
'contentuous' for contentious. Nothing changes grammatically, including the spelling and the syllabication of
the word. Even if the word, such as a personal name, is native, a paragogic vowel is needed to connect a
consonantal case ending to the word. An' her fambily was that proud an' aristocratic thet no one could tech 'em
with a ten-foot pole. Also, the vowel sound used must not be confused with any existing Lojban vowel. That is
again a synchronic analysis, as the form with the vowel is the original form and the vowel was later often lost.
Mischievous is properly pronounced with three syllables , with the accent on the first syllable. Most speakers
pronounce borrowings with spelling pronunciations , and others try to approximate the nearest equivalents in
Portuguese of the phonemes in the original language. Non-standard pronunciations include 'athalete' for athlete
and 'fillum' for film,' with epenthetic vowels. Historical sound change[ edit ] End of word[ edit ] Many
languages insert a so-called prop vowel at the end of a word to avoid the loss of a non-permitted cluster. Verb:
epenthesize. In Spanish, it is usual to find epenthetic vowels in sequences of plosive, flap, and vowel or
labiodental fricative, flap, and vowel, normally in a non-emphatic pronunciation. Updated July 03, In
phonology and phonetics , epenthesis is the insertion of an extra sound into a word. The addition of an i before
the t in speciality is an example. According to some linguists , " vowel epenthesis is often motivated by the
need to make consonant contrasts more distinct" The Handbook of Speech Perception,  For example, the
cartoon character Yogi Bear says "pic-a-nic basket" for "picnic basket. Other examples of epenthesis: the
ubiquitous 'relitor' for realtor and that favorite of sports announcers, 'athalete' for athlete. Another possibility is
a sound change deleting vowels at the end of a word, which is a very common sound change. However, the
pronunciation was often not written with double ll, and may have been the normal way of pronouncing a word
starting in rel- rather than a poetic modification. Greenwood, The Effects of Epenthesis on Spelling
"Epenthesis occurs frequently, both in legal and in lay language. Routledge, Fambily for Family "She were
gentle an' sweet, an' the mos' beautiful creetur in all--in--in the place where we lived. In Dutch , whenever the
suffix -er which has several meanings is attached to a word already ending in -r, an additional -d- is inserted in
between. Berry, Linguistic Perspectives on Language and Education.


